We claim: 


iv A pant-like, refastenable, disposable absorbent article which defines a front waist 
region, a back waist region, a crotch region which extends between and connects said 
waist regions, a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, said absorbent article 
comprising^ 

a) an\bsorbent chassis which defines an exterior surface, an interior surface 
opposite said exterior surface, a pair of laterally opposed side edges and a pair of 
longitudinally opposed waist edges; and 

b) a pair of opposed side panels which extend outward from and between said 
side edges of said absorbent chassis in said front waist region and said back waist 
region of said absorbent article to define a waist opening and a pair of leg openings in 
said pant-like disposable absorbent article, wherein each of said opposed side panels 
defines a first side margin which ikpermanently attached to said side edge of said 
absorbent chassis in one of said front waist region or said back waist region of said 
absorbent article to provide a permarji^noir^Land a second side margin which is 
refastenably attached to said side^dge otspfd absorbent chassis in said other waist 
region of said absorbent article to provideya^efastenable joint. 

2. The absorbent article of claim T^wereinsar^absorbent chassis comprises: 

a) an outer cover; \ 

b) a bodyside liner which is connected to sVid outer cover in a superposed 
relation; and \ 

c) an absorbent core disposed between said outer cover and said bodyside liner. 

3. The absorbent article of claim 1 and further comprisinXa fastener located on each of 
said second side margins of said side panels which is refasfenably engaged with said 
exterior surface of said absorbent chassis in said other waist region to provide said 
refastenable joint. \ 

4. The absorbent article of claim 3 wherein said fasteners are hookWid loop type 
fasteners. \ 
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5\The absorbent article of claim 3 and further comprising at least one attachment panel 
whicnvis located on said exterior surface of said absorbent chassis wherein said 
fasteners^are refastenably engaged to said attachment panel. 


6. The absorbenKarticle of claim 3 wherein said absorbent chassis includes an outer 
cover which providesvsaid exterior surface of said absorbent chassis and wherein said 
fasteners are refastenably engaged directly to said outer cover of said absorbent 
chassis. 

7. The absorbent article of /claim 1/Wherein said second side margins of said side panels 
are refastenably attached to sai^r siqe edges of said absorbent chassis in said front waist 
region of said absorbent artt&e to provide s^id refastenable joints and wherein said first 
side margins of said side panels are ultrasonic^ly bonded to said side edges of said 
absorbent chassis in said back waist region to provide said permanent joints. 

8. The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein said side panels are a neck-bonded laminate 
material. 


,A pant-like, refastenable, disposable absorbent article which defines a front waist 
regioh^ back waist region, a crotch region which extends between and connects said 
waist regi^r^ a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, said absorbent article 
comprising: 

a) an absorbefitschassis which defines an exterior surface, an interior surface 
opposite said exterior surface >N a pair of laterally opposed side edges and a pair of 
longitudinally opposed waist edges^vand 

b) a pair of opposed back panelSsWhich are permanently attached to said side 


edge of said absorbent chassis in said bacic\A(aist region of said absorbent article; and 

c) a pair of opposed front panels which arerefastenably attached to said side 
edge of said absorbent chassis in said front waist region of said absorbent article to 
provide a refastenable joint wherein said front panel and said back panel on each side 
edge of said absorbent chassis are connected together alongside seam to define a 
waist opening and a pair of leg openings and provide said pant-like>r^fastenable, 
disposable absorbent article. 
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10. The absorbent article of claim 9 wherein each of 
outboard edge of said article. 



d side seams defines a lateral 


1 1 . The absorbent article of claim 9 and furthe/pdmprising a fastener located on each of 
said front panels which is refastenably enraged with said exterior surface of said 
absorbent chassis in said front waist region to provide said refastenable joint. 



said fasteners are hook and loop type 


12. The absorbent 
fasteners. 


13. The absorbent article of claim 1 1 and further comjarnsing at least one attachment 
panel which is located on said exterior surface of §did absorbent chassis wherein said 
fasteners are refastenably engaged ^to-eaj^-attfK^hment panel. 


14. The absorbent article of claim 1 1 
cover which provides said exterior 
engaged directly to said outer 



absorbent chassis includes an outer 
wherein said fasteners are refastenably 


\A pant-like, refastenable/disposable absorbent article which defines a front waist 
region>^back waist region, a crotch region which extends between and connects said 
waist regiorte^a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, said absorbent article 
comprising: >v 

a) an absorbertSqhassis which defines an exterior surface, an interior surface 
opposite said exterior surfafc^a pair of laterally opposed side edges and a pair of 
longitudinally opposed waist edgfe^; 

b) a pair of opposed side panels which extend between said side edges of said 
absorbent chassis in said front waist regior^and said back waist region of said absorbent 
article to define a waist opening and a pair offea openings in said pant-like, refastenable, 
disposable absorbent article, wherein each of saichapposed side panels defines a first 
side margin which is permanently attached to said side^&^ge of said absorbent chassis in 
one of said front waist region or said back waist region of saW^absorbent article to 
provide a permanent joint and a second side margin which is refastenably attached to 
said side edge of said absorbent chassis in said other waist region or&aid absorbent 
article to provide a refastenable joint; 


/ 
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c) af&stQQer located on said second side margin of each of said side panels 
which is releasably encjag^dwith said exterior surface of said absorbent chassis in said 
other waist region to provide saicTrefgstenable joint; and 

d) a releasable bond located on eaStvQfsaid second side margins which 
releasably bonds said second side margins of said>tdQDanels to said side edges of said 
absorbent chassis in said other waist region to assist in maintaining said pant-like, 
disposable absorbent article in a prefastened condition. 



16. The absorbent article of claim 15 wt 

a) an outer cover; 

b) a bodyside liner which is 
relation; and 

c) an absorbent core disposefc£i5etween said outer cover and said bodyside liner. 


absorbent chassis comprises: 
said outer cover in a superposed 


17. The absorbent 
fasteners. 


^fclaim 15 wherein said fasteners are hook and loop type 


18. The absorbent article of claim 15 and further comprising at least one attachment 
panel which is located on said exterjfinjsurfape of said absorbent chassis wherein said 
fasteners are refastenably engaged fo sqiQ Attachment panel. 

19. The absorbent article of clgirtf >6 wherein said fasteners are refastenably engaged 
directly to said outer cover of saijzT absorbent chassis. 

20^36 absorbent article of claim 15 wherein said second side margins of said side 
panels areTet^stenably attached to said side edges of said absorbent chassis in said 
front waist regionbf^aid absorj?£nt^rticle to provide said refastenable joints. 


21. The absorbent article of clatmjfi wherejn each of said side panels includes a front 
panel attached to said sidef edges/ofTs&id^absorbent chassis in said front waist region 
and a back panel attached r©-adid side edge^©(said absorbent chassis in said back 
waist region, wherein said front panel and said bad^pgnel are connected together along 
a side seam which extends between said waist opening antk^aid leg opening to provide 
said pant-like, refastenable, disposable absorbent article. 
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22. The"aB5ncn*efrt^ of claim 21 wherein each of said side seams defines a lateral 
outboard edge of said article. 

23. The absorbent article of claim 15 wherein said leasable bonds include at least 
one point bond. 

24. The absorbent article of claim 15 wf)6reji?\said releasable bonds are ultrasonic 
bonds. 

25. The absorbent article of claiiTLJ^Wherein said releasable bonds define a peel 
strength of no more than about 1500 grams. 


p. A pant-like, refastenable, disposable absorbent article which defines a front waist 
re^ipn, a back waist region, a crotch region which extends between and connects said 
waist regions, an absorbent chassis which defines a pair of opposed side edges and a 
pair of opposed waist edges, wherein said pant-like, disposable absorbent article is made 
5 by a process which comprises: 

a) proving a continuous web of interconnected absorbent chassis; 

b) permanently attaching a pair of laterally opposed back panels to said side 
edges of each of saidsabsorbent chassis in one of said front waist region or said back 
waist region to provide aypermanent joint; 

10 c) refastenably attaching a pair of laterally opposed front panels to said side 

edges of each of said absorbent chassis in said opposite waist region of said absorbent 

article to provide a refastenable joint; 

d) selectively cutting said coiqjinuous web of interconnected absorbent chassis 

into discrete absorbent articles; 
15 e) folding each of said discrete ab&jrbent articles about a fold line extending in a 

lateral direction through said crotch region or^aid article thereby positioning said front 

panels and said back panels in a facing relationship; and 

f) connecting said front panels and said backgpanels together along a pair of 

laterally opposed side seams to define a waist opening^and a pair of leg openings and 
20 provide said pant-like, refastenable, disposable absorbent^article. 


27. The absorbent article of claim 26 wherein said refastenably^taching includes 
refastenably engaging a fastener located on side margins of said frant panels to said 
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* 


ekt^rior surface of each of said absorbent chassis in said other waist region to provide 
said refestaiable joint. 

28. The absorbent arttel^of claim 27 wherein said fasteners are hook and loop type 
fasteners. 

29. The absorbent article of claim 27 wherein said refastenably attaching includes 
ultrasonically bonding said side margins of saidfToqtpanels to said side edges of said 
absorbent chassis in said other waist region to assist saitMjasteners in providing said 
refastenable joints. 
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